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ComPoscrs Notes

As | Perused the Documerica Prcject (1971-1977), where the Environmental
Protection Agencg (EPA) hired freelance Photographers to Photogra[:)h
different aspects of American life, I was struck bg the images that had water as a
central imagerg either as the main subject of the shot or Periphera”g associated.

| thought about how a simPle Plﬁotograplﬁ can tell so much a bout a time and a

PlaCC.

| realized that many of the signhcicant turns of events in my life (goocl or bad) also
had a connection to water: swimming the beach at Coney Island in the late50’s,
living along the Atlantic Ocean in St Johns Newfoundland, Fishing in Biloxi
MississiPPi, suncing in Hawaii and Peﬁcorming for my fellow soldiers at Cam Ran
Bay hospital in Vietnam along the South China Sea.

For Into the quuicl as with most of my comPositions, I want the listener to connect
to the music as if viewing a series of Photogral:)hs clepicting aspect of my life
experiences.

The work opens with an introductorg motif metaphorica”g suggesting a liquid
that runs through the memories of my life. 1n ChaPters I and 2, this motif is
Presented in different harmonic and rhythmic variations rcﬂecting the emotional
rollercoaster of thinking back to s[:)echcic events in my life and the imPact these
events had on who I am toclag. The last Chaptcr is an artistic reflection of my life

as lview it through a Prism of militarg service.



Program Notes:

CHAPTER I: Youth Years

(Amityvi”c, New York -~ Coney Island)
Born on Long Island | remember visiting Concg Island as one of the few time my

Fami]g ac’cua”g did sometl*xing toget]ﬁer. I remember eating hot dogs and ri&ing the

Ferris wheel vivic“g.

(SPokane, Washington - Puget Sound)
Livmg on an Air Force base with my sPouse~abusing alcoholic father was a bit

traumatic and when I had a chance to get away from the base ljum[:)cc] atit. A
four-hour triP to the Seattle Worlds Fair and the surrounding Puget Sound
beach in 1962 was the ]ﬁighlight of my alone time growing up at that time.

(Biloxi, Mississi Pi - Gulf of Mexico)
In 1964 my Father and Mother divorced after several years of incomPatibi!ity.

In the short time | lived there 1 would find a Fishing rod goouton my bicgcle for+
miles to throw a line into the Gulf a Mexico. | don’t remember every catching

angthing but the alone time was Precious.

CHAPTER Il: Teen Years

(Sunset Beach, Hawaii - Pacific Ocean)
After moving to Hawaii with my father | began Fincling my artistic voice. lnitiallu

creating rock songs (to be like Hendrix) with my guitar while sitting on Sunset
Beach in Haleiwa. This isolation trulg evolved into music being my Principal means

of ex[:)ression.

(Cam Ran Ba]lj’ Vietnam ~ Black China Sea)
As a combat soldier in Vietnam | took 30 dags off from ﬁgl’uting to form a musica

group and Plag for wounded soldiers in hospitals and for those who were
isolated at firebases on the front lines. A Particular memory from these
Pemcormances was thejuxtaposition of those who were in the hospital beds at
Cam Ran Bag su%cering from the trauma of combat and the beautiful blue waves
of the South China Seajust outside their windows. I realized that sometimes what

seems beautiful could be a facade to the realities of life.



| remember watching out the window of the Plane on my DEROS to home and
that sea clisaPPearec] into the distance. | was Fina”g Flging home to what ! later
came to realize was a new and different realitg than | exPected ....... I now look at
who we are as a 5oc1et3 and the world around us through aJuxtaPosmon Prlsm

that | remember from that moment in Cam Ran Bay Vietnam in 1970.

CHAPTER Ill. ADULT YEARS A Veterans' Lament

(Cl'ncago llinois - Lake Michi an)
On SePtember ch 2001 Iwas in Vletnam fora Permcormance of my ngphong For

The Sons of Nam b the Ho Chi Minh ngphong Orchestra. While waltmg ina
Saigon Hotel, the TV clisplagecl the destruction of the World Trade Centers. |

immecﬂiatel ca”ed ]'lome and made lans to return to Carol and Beck .
Y P Y

Once back in Clﬁicago I took a stroll along the Lake, as water has alwags soothe
my soulJ and contemplated where we were heading asa Countrg.

In 2005 we began anew aggressive conflict that sent our young men and women
into battle. As with Vietnam those young souls who were fortunate to returned

From ]ﬁome lﬁad wounds and trauma that we can never ’crulg comPrelﬁend.

As a veteran | have camaraderie with all our militarg veterans as we have all
contributed to life that we live.

I have a c]eep sadness for my fellow veterans who did not make it back from the
battlefield. 1 wrote this last cha[:)ter in memoriam as a sat looking out at Lake
Michigan and realizing how trulg luckg I was to have returned from war while so
many of my brothers and sisters in arms gave the ultimate sacrifice....... I trulg

mourn this lost of life in service to our way oflife..........
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CHAPTER IIl. ADULT YEARS

AVeterans' Lament
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